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CONFIDENTIAL OTTAWA 3310 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINR, VS, CA, CH, LA 

SUB J : BIO INFO ON DRVN DIPLOMATS 

REF: OTTAWA 3235 

FURTHER TO INFO TRANSMITTED REFTEL, EXTAFF HAS PROVIDED EMBASSY 
WITH COPY OF FOLLOWING TELEGRAM FROM CANADIAN AMBASSADOR IN 
PEKING: 

BEGIN QUOTE: —DRVN AMBASSADOR TO PRC 

OUR FURTHER ENQUIRIES HAVE TURNED UP A NEW AND INTERESTING 
SCRAP OF INFO ABOUT VINHS PAST. WE HAVE ALREADY INFORMED YOU 
OF HIS MILITARY BACKGROUND. FROM A LAOTIAN VIA A FRENCH SOURCE 
WE LEARN THAT VINH SPEAKS FLUENT LAOTIAN, A DIFFICULT LANGUAGE. 
WHEN ONE LAOTIAN COLLEAGUE EXPRESSED DELIGHT AND SURPRISE, 

VINH REPLIED THAT HE HAD SPENT MANY YEARS IN SAM NEUA, THE 
PATHET LAO HEADQUARTERS, PRESUMABLE AS A SENIOR DRVN OFFICER. 
HE WAS ABOUT TO EXPAND ON HIS EARLIER LIFE WHEN HIS MINISTER, 
NGUYEN TIEN, HAULED HIM AWAY. THIS INCIDENT GAVE FURTHER 
SUBSTANCE TO WHAT HAS LONG BEEN SUSPECTED. THAT TIEN IS REAL 
POWER IN DRVN EMBASSY, WITH VINH BEING SOMETHING OF A FIGURE- 
HEAR, APPOINTED AS REWARD FOR SERVICES AND PROBABLY WITH NO/NO 
PREVIOUS DIPLOMATIC EXPERIENCE. 
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AS MATTER OF INTEREST, IN RECENT AFTER DINNER DISCUSSION WITH 
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OUTGOING LAOTIAN AMBASSADOR, LIEN PR A V ONGVIEN GKH AM (WHO IS SCHEDUL- 
ED TO DOUBLE AS AMBASSADOR IN WSHDC AND OTT BUT UNDER NEW PL 
REGIME MAY NOT/NOT MAKE IT), I STATED AS FACT THAT 30,000 
DRVN TROOPS REMAINED IN LAOS. WITHOUT BATTING AN EYE OR OTHER- 
WISE CONTESTING MY STATEMENT AMBASSADOR RESPONDED '20,000'. 

SMALL END QUOTE 
PORTER 
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